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Welcome!

● Session 10: Wednesday, 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 
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OCR: Print vs. Script



  

W. W. CALKINS' NORTH 
AMERICAN LICHENS‘

yields



  

yields

_ / 2 L -
 ‘/17  flfl/V;/r ,1‘
§/ /



  

Methods: Humans vs. Software

Goals: Accuracy vs.  Findability

Workflow: Context vs. Granularity

Implications



  

Findability



  

Workflow

● Screenshot of OCR-gamified stuff: 
reCAPTCHA and Digital Koot



  

Workflow



  

Workflow

9/29/2011 Available

11/23/2011 (AM) Transcription

11/23/2011 (PM) Revision

12/8/2011 6 Revisions

12/9/2011 2 Revisions

8/5/2012 Revision

All by the same volunteer!



Methodological Origins

What is transcription?



Indexing

• Structured Data

• Extracting from Text

• Databases for Search and Analysis

• Granular Quality Control

• Gamification



Editing

• Books, Diaries, Letters, Articles

• Representing Text

• Traditional Editorial Workflow

• Digital or Print Editions



Community Origins

• Libraries and Archives

• Documentary & Scholarly Editing

• Genealogy

• Bioinformatics & Astronomy

• Investigative Journalism

• Free Culture





Libraries and Archives

• Material: 
– Hand-written letters 

– OCRed newspaper articles

• Goal: Findability

• Format: Plaintext transcripts

• Destination: Search engines, finding aids





Documentary & Scholarly Editing

• Material: 
– Literary drafts

– Historic correspondence

• Goal: High-quality editions

• Format: TEI or other XML

• Destination: Human-readable print or digital 
editions





Genealogy

• Material: Handwritten records

• Goal: Findability

• Format: Structured data
– Spreadsheets

– Proprietary databases

• Destination: Searchable databases





Bioinformatics

• Material: Specimens

• Goal: Analysis

• Format: Custom Databases

• Destination: 
– Analytic Databases

– Scientific Journals

– Museum Collection Databases





Investigative Journalism

• Material: Receipts, FOIA Responses

• Goal: Findability

• Format: Custom Databases

• Destination: News Articles





Free Culture

• Material: OCR and e-Texts

• Goal: Readability

• Format: Plaintext, wiki mark-up

• Destination: Digital editions



  

Lab Session
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